[image: image1.jpg]


The Big 12 
(3. Truth)
Lifegroup Leaders Notes

12 values at the heart of HBC’s new DNA

Heaton Baptist Church is a Christian community that:

Truth   3. Is rooted in the Bible – seeking to apply God’s timeless truth into the complexities of modern life.
(A) The introduction bit
1. Icebreaker (10 mins)
Truth. Think about truth and its relevance to everyday life. Encourage a brief discussion where each person shares a ‘truth’ that they’ve discovered in everyday life to be counter-cultural (i.e integrity/honesty at work/ raising children with Christian principles/ not colluding with gossip etc). How easy/difficult is it to stand for truth in modern day life without coming across like you’re a ‘holy Joe’. Bring out the point that we should be full of both grace and truth. 
2. What is truth? (10 mins)
Discuss the importance of knowing the difference between relative and absolute truth. “I am married,” is an absolute truth; “Man City are a good football team” is a relative truth!! If you’ve time you might want to reflect on my sermon point on the difference between issues that are biblical, non-biblical and unbiblical. 











(B) The Bible bit (30 mins)
This week, I’ve listed a cluster of verses and passages below which relate to biblical truth in some way or other. Can I suggest you take no more than two, and discuss and reflect upon them.
John 1: 14; John 8:31; Matt 7:24-29; 2 Tim 3:16-17.

Can I suggest that the key points that should emerge out of your reflections are:

· Truth was at the heart of Jesus’ ministry. He said ‘I tell you the truth’ countless times.

· Truth of itself has only partial value. What the scriptures suggest is that applied truth has real power.

· It is impossible to grow as a Christian and not be ‘high-Bible’ learners.

If you’ve time, you might find it helpful to use my sermon points about the scriptures:

1.  A book of revelation
2. A book of correction

3. A source of inspiration.

4. A book of transformation.

(C) The application bit (15 mins)
Spend some time sharing and praying around the issues which surface in the bible study. Use the B12 model of application to look at the way Biblical truth is transformative. Be prepared to make room for the spirit to work as you pray and minister to one another. Let me encourage you to share words, pictures etc. If your group has any directional words for the wider church, please filter them back to Matt on the Eldership.
(D) The Homework bit

We are all personally responsible for our own spiritual journeys. Why not pray this coming week that your lives may be seasoned with both grace and truth. The 4 scriptures listed are excellent starting points for daily meditation. 
(E) Final thought

“Scratch the surface of Scripture wherever you wish and you will uncover a slice of life.” (Arthur Skevington Wood)
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