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The Big 12 
(1. Passion)
Lifegroup Leaders Notes

12 values at the heart of HBC’s new DNA

Heaton Baptist Church is a Christian community that:

Passion   1. Is passionate about God – We owe Him everything. Jesus is the best thing that has ever happened to us. Neutrality is not an option.

(A) The introduction bit
1. Icebreaker

Encourage each member to write down some of their ‘passions’. Spend 10/15 mins feeding back not just on what the ‘passions’ are, but why, and how they impact upon their lifestyle.  (Point: enforcing link between passions and behaviour/habits/lifestyle)

 2. What is passion?


Some dictionary definitions: strong emotion; a tendency to a slow burning enthusiasm and animation; a dominating sometimes disturbing fascination; an emotion that affects the whole of life; often results in abnormal, uninhibited and unusual patterns of behaviour, fires the soul and the imagination; a smouldering emotion.

3. Passion is sourced by vision rather than passion. 
Briefly discuss this. Do you agree with it? Any examples?

(B) The Bible bit (Give plenty of time)

1. Read Hebrews 1: 1-14

Look at vv1-4 and consider:

(i) Jesus is God’s glory

(ii) Jesus will ultimately triumph

(iii) Jesus is responsible for all creative action

(iv) Jesus is responsible for all sustaining activity

(v) To Jesus belongs the redemptive work

(vi) Jesus is acting now as mediator and intercessor

Remember that passion is sourced by vision

(C) The application bit
Spend some time praying for one another, specifically praying that out of a renewed vision of Christ will flow a deeper passion for God and the things of God.

Be prepared to make room for the spirit to work. Let me encourage you to share words, pictures etc. 

(D) The Homework bit

We are all personally responsible for our own spiritual journeys. It would be great if each Lifegroup member could make time this week to meditate on:

(i) Jesus the suffering servant (Is 53)

(ii) Jesus the Liberator (Luke 4)

(iii) Jesus the humble saviour (Phil 2)

(iv) The Supreme Christ (Col 1)

(v) Jesus the conquering King (Rev 1)

(E) Final thought

“We have been too busy chopping wood to take time out to sharpen the axe.” (Vince Havner)
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